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What are the Florida Standard Assessments?

• The Florida Standards are the content standards that 
identify the expectations for what students enrolled in 
Florida schools need to know and be able to do. They 

were fully implemented in grades K–12 in the 2014–2015 
school year.

• All public Florida schools teach the Florida Standards. 
The Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) provide 

parents and families, teachers, policy makers, and the 
general public with information regarding how well 

students are learning the Florida Standards.



Why are the Florida Standard Assessments Important?
• The FSA is the assessment Florida uses for student and school accountability. 

• The FSA measures student performance in Grades 3-10 in Reading, Writing, Math 
and Science. 

• School grades are also determined by FSA scores. 

• Florida has a policy of 3rd grade mandatory retention. Any third grader who 
scores a level 1 in the reading FSA (and does not meet alternative promotion 
criteria) must be retained. 

• Students in Grades 4-5 must score a Level 2 or higher in reading and math for 
promotion to the next grade. 



Uncertainty
• As of today, the FSA exams are projected to still be scheduled at their 

regular times

• However, there is a chance that the State will possibly cancel these 
exams like last year 

• We will keep you updated as we know more ☺



Grade Levels assessed

Third Grade Language 
Arts Math

Fourth Grade Language 
Arts Math Writing 

Fifth Grade Language 
Arts Math Writing Science



Agenda
Schedule

Test 
Design

Tips & 
Resources

Timing Results



FSA Schedule

Third Grade
Language Arts

4/6 & 4/7

Math 

5/11 & 5/12

Fourth Grade
Language Arts

5/4 & 5/5

Math

5/11 & 5/12

Writing

4/6 

Fifth Grade
Language Arts

5/4 & 5/5

Math

5/11 & 5/12

Writing

4/6 

Science

5/18 & 5/19

All tests are paper based!



Timing 
• ELA FSA Reading (separate from Writing)

• Two 80-minute sessions, short stretch break at 40 minutes

• Two days

• Writing – Grades 4 and 5

• 120 minutes

• One day

• Mathematics- Grades 3, 4, and 5

• Two 80-minute sessions, short stretch break at 40 minutes

• Two days

• Science- Grade 5

• Two 80-minute sessions, short stretch break at 40 minutes

• Two days



Test Design –Writing & Reading
ELA-READING CONTENT CATEGORIES

Grades 3-5
Approximate percentage of raw score points for each category.

Reading Text Types Literature - 50%
Informational - 50%

Key Ideas and Details 15-25%

Craft and Structure 25-35%

Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas 20-30%

Language and Editing 15-25%

Text-Based Writing 
(Grades 4-5)

Determined each 
year

Total Number of Items 56-60

ELA 
PERCENTAGE OF POINTS BY 

DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE (DOK)* LEVEL
Grades 3-5

DOK Level 1 (Low) 10-20%

DOK Level 2 (Mod) 60-80%

DOK Level 3 (High) 10-20%

Note: Text-based Writing (G4-5) component is a 
DOK Level 3 task.

*DOK refers to the complexity level of the 
cognitive process demanded by a test item rather 
than the difficulty of the item.
Level 1: Recall and Reproduction, Level 2: Skills 
and Concepts, and Level 3: Strategic Thinking



Test Design –Writing

▪ Overall Task Description
• Students will read a passage about a single topic
• Passage will consist of informational or literary fiction or nonfiction texts 
• After reading the passage, students will respond by providing information on a topic or take a stance 

to support an opinion or argument.

▪ Passage Attributes
• The passages for informative/explanatory prompts should maintain a clear topical connection but 

may address diverse concepts/ideas.
• The passage for opinion/argumentative prompts should present opposing points of view.  Each point 

of view should be equally represented so that a student can take either side of a position.

4th

Grade 
Rubric

5th

Grade
Rubric

Scoring Points

Purpose, Focus and Organization 4 possible points

Evidence and Elaboration 4 possible points

Conventions 2 possible points

https://fsassessments.org/assets/documents/answer-keys-paper/FSA_2018_4_Writing_Practice-Test_Rubric.pdf
https://fsassessments.org/assets/documents/answer-keys-paper/FSA_2018_5_Writing_Practice-Test_Rubric.pdf


Sample Writing Prompt



Writing Tips
1. Read the prompt and determine whether it is asking for information/explanation, 

or an opinion/argument.

2. Read the texts, looking for details to support information or opinion/argument.

3. Use the Planning Sheet to organize thoughts and details.

4. Write and edit response.  Make sure it contains:

• Clearly stated and strongly maintained idea or argument

• Details from the passages to support idea or argument

• Variety of sentence types and transitional strategies

• Clear and effective expression and logical progression of ideas

• Strong introduction and conclusion

• Correct spelling and punctuation



Test Design – Reading

• Majority ELA Item Types are 
multiple choice 

• 25-50% of test is composed of 
enhanced items which include…

• Multi-Select
• Selectable Text
• Multi-Part
• Table Match
• Editing Task Choice

The length and complexity of texts 
varies within each grade-level 

assessment. The table suggests an 
approximate word count range for a 

text or text set.

Grade Number of 
Words

3 100-700

4 100-900

5 200-1000



Sample Question Types
Multiple Choice

Selectable Text

Table Match

Multipart 



Editing Tasks – Language and grammar standards



Sample Passages – 3rd Grade 



Sample Passages – 4th Grade 



Sample Passages – 5th Grade 



Test Design – Math
MATH CONTENT CATEGORIES

Grades 3-5
Approximate percentage of raw score points for each category.

Grade Reporting Category Percent 
of Test

Number 
of Items

3

Operations, Algebraic Thinking, and 
Numbers in Base Ten

48

60-64Numbers and Operations - Fractions 17

Measurement, Data, and Geometry 35

4

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 21

60-64
Numbers and Operations in Base Ten 21

Numbers and Operations – Fractions 25

Measurement, Data, and Geometry 33

5

Operations, Algebraic Thinking, and 
Fractions 39

60-64Numbers and Operations in Base Ten 28

Measurement, Data, and Geometry 33

MATH
PERCENTAGE OF POINTS BY 

DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE (DOK)* LEVEL
Grades 3-5

DOK Level 1 
(Low)

10-20%

DOK Level 2 
(Mod)

60-80%

DOK Level 3 
(High)

10-20%

*DOK refers to the complexity level of the 
cognitive process demanded by a test 
item rather than the difficulty of the item.
Level 1: Recall and Reproduction, Level 2: 
Skills and Concepts, and Level 3: 
Strategic Thinking



Test Design – Math

Math Item Types:
• Multiple Choice
• Multi-Select
• Table Match
• Response Grid

• Editing Task Choice



Sample Question Types
Multiple Choice

Table Match

Multiselect

Editing Task



Response Grids



Reference Sheets

• Grades 4 & 5 Math will 
receive reference sheets

• Grade 4 some formulas will be on the 
reference sheet

• Grade 5 some formulas may be included 
with the test item

Grade 3 Math does not receive a 
reference sheet!



Test Design – Science
Grade 5 students will take the Science assessment based on the Florida Next 
Generation Sunshine State Standards.

SCIENCE CONTENT CATEGORIES
Grade 5

Approximate percentage of raw score points for each category.

Grade Reporting Category Percent 
of Test

Number 
of 

Questions

5

Nature of Science 17

60-66

Earth and Space
Science 29

Physical Science 29

Life Science 25



Test Design – Science
All items on the Grade 5 Science test are multiple choice.



Achievement Levels 
The FSA is not scored using a percent-correct or number-correct scoring method. Students correctly answering the more-

difficult items receive more credit than students answering less-challenging items. 



Scores
How do these scores effect my child’s future?

BCPS Middle Schools that offer magnet programs, innovative programs, 
or academies usually require a certain GPA and look at FSA test scores 
for admission.

Current Grade FSA 

5th graders 3rd Grade FSA Scores

4th graders 4th grade FSA Scores

3rd graders 4th Grade FSA Scores 

* This information is accurate pending any changes regarding testing from the state. 



How Can I Help?
Preview the set of questions.

Read the text twice, carefully. (Don’t forget captions and other text features).

Omit the wrong answers. (x or ? at the end of the answer choices.  Do not cross out the letter 

bubble).

Verify your answers with proof.

Explain your answers using evidence.

Infer using prior knowledge and clues.

Test your answer. (Does it make sense?)



How Can I Help?
• Become familiar with the website fsassessments.org. Click on the “students and 

families” tab for additional information. 

• Have your child take the FSA practice tests.

• Monitor your child’s progress and regularly communicate with your child’s 

teachers.

• Read each night with your child and ask questions appropriate to their reading 

level. 

• Encourage your child to go on i-Ready Math and Reading at home. 

• Tell your child how fabulous are.  The FSA is just one test.  It is important, but it 

does not define your child.  



Helpful Resources 
FSA Portal
www.FSAssessments.org 
Florida Department of Education Web Site
http://www.fldoe.org
School Accountability Reports
http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org
SCPS Assessment & Accountability Web Site
https://www.scps.k12.fl.us/district/departments/asses
sment-accountability/

http://www.fsassessments.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/
http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org/
https://www.scps.k12.fl.us/district/departments/assessment-accountability/


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icon by Flaticon, and infographics & images from 

Freepik

Thanks!
Do you have any questions?

Lauren.Gordon@Browardschools.com

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
mailto:Lauren.Gordon@Browardschools.com

